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Jesus has a great and profound purpose - to 
redeem the world. This will include teaching 
people the nature of God’s Kingdom, bringing 
glory to God, and great personal sacrifice. 
Everywhere Jesus travels, He is absolutely focused 
on His mission. 

Even His miracles serve this same purpose. 
When He heals a blind man, He declares the man 
was born blind so that God’s work might be 
revealed in him. When friends lower a paralyzed 
man before Him, His first response is “Friend your 
sins are forgiven.” Only after a verbal spat with 
Pharisees does He heal the man, saying “so that 
you may know that the Son of Man has authority 
on earth to forgive sins…” 

The story of Lazarus serves the same purpose. 

When the disciples hear of Lazarus’ needs, they 
hesitate to return. After all, those in Judea tried to 
stone Jesus, but He tells them, “For your sake I am 
glad I was not there, so that you may believe.” 
Seeming to indicate He is glad Lazarus died, so He 
can show His power. Finally, immediately before 
raising Lazarus, in His prayer He says, “Father, I 
have said this for the sake of the crowd standing 
here, so that they may believe that you sent Me.” 
All Jesus’ comments are focused less on 
compassion than on His mission to bring belief. 

He uses miracles as a means to turn our hearts 
and minds to God’s power, goodness, and glory so 
that we might trust and believe. After all, Jesus 
knows that every miracle He performs only lasts a 
lifetime. He is much more interested in our 
obtaining an eternal guarantee. Even Lazarus, 
whom He has raised from the dead, has been 
given a temporary reprieve. 

There are a great deal of miracles Jesus 
performs for those He meets for a moment, never 
to see again. There is a certain, almost clinical, 

distance that remains. Perhaps like a surgeon that 
focuses more on making the right incision than in 
a personal connection with the patient. 

Some of those Jesus heals want to become His 
followers and He denies them, others He asks to 
keep it quiet, and finally there are those He 
literally heals from a distance – people He never 
meets. 

But this miracle is different.  

It is personal for Jesus. We are told He loves 
Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. He knows them. He 
has eaten in Mary and Martha’s home. In other 
miracles Jesus simply enacts His healing power 
with a profound purpose. This time He feels their 
pain. He feels His own pain and loss. Jesus’ 
humanity comes through in spades. 

When He first hears of Lazarus’ illness, He is 
able to remain detached and focused. He declares, 
“This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for 
God’s glory.” Then the Biblical author professes 
His own confusion at Jesus’ delay, “though Jesus 
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after 
having heard that Lazarus was ill, He stayed two 
days longer in the place where He was.” Why did 
Jesus delay? Not even the biblical author knows. 

But when He arrives and as He approaches the 
tomb, He is overwhelmed. At first it's the grief of 
those around Him. Mary kneels at Jesus’ feet, 
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died.” Then she weeps. Those with her were 
weeping. Their sorrow and grief has opened the 
core of Jesus’ soul. He is troubled in the same way 
He was troubled in thinking about the kind of 
death He will face. He is deeply moved, groaning 
in sorrow from their loss. He asks where He has 
been laid and they invite Him to come and see. At 
this thought, Jesus can bear the pain no longer. 
And that leads us to one of the simplest and most 
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touching verses in all scripture, “Jesus wept.” 
Though He is the Son of God, though creation 
came into being through Him, though He is able to 
heal and rules the angels, He is overcome by the 
sorrow and grief and engages in the most human 
activity of crying. As He approaches the tomb 
further, He stumbles in grief again. Finally, He 
gathers Himself and speaks words of power –
“Lazarus! Come out!” 

And all see the glory of God. 

As we consider all those we have lost this year, 
we feel grief. Tragic loss of lives taken away too 
soon and the loss of pillars of this church whose 
presence has shaped this church’s ministry. 

In our grief we must remember, we do not 
grieve alone. Know that, like Mary and Martha, He 
too feels your pain. He weeps with you.  

But the good news of the gospel, even in the 
face of loss and pain, God’s glory will shine 
through. The resurrection of Lazarus was God’s 
sign to us that, even in death, the Lord brings forth 
life through the continued blessings we receive 
from the lives of those we have lost. 

We have the faith from those who taught us 
the Bible, Jimmy and Bonnie Gordon, Barbara 
Bylund and more. We have the Bells which ring 
out to the world from the Perrin family. 

You have the memories of their laughter, their 
wisdom, their devotion, and their love.  

And in other ways people who might never set 
foot in this sanctuary are blessed by the lives of 
our saints. Many decades ago the Purnell Fund 
was established to provide “for needy people.” 
Mr. Rhesa Hawkins Purnell was a successful 
business man who devoted the latter years of his 
life to visiting the homebound and more. The fund 
established in his name has helped hundreds, if 
not thousands, of people struggling through life – 
anyone who has need. Just this past week another 
story came across my desk.  

Being a single mom has to be one of the most 
difficult jobs in this world. Compound that with a 

child with special needs and challenges are 
multiplied. It is enough of a challenge to raise two 
healthy children with two parents. I have a hard 
time imagining how hard it would be otherwise. 

Through various channels, last July we 
discovered a fifth grade student and her single 
mother needed help. Because of her disability she 
uses a power chair to get around long distances. 
But it is somewhat impractical for getting around 
school. She needed a stroller of sorts which is 
easier for getting in and out of her desk at school 
and much better for short trips around town. 

With the help of the Purnell Fund we were able 
to purchase a new chair for her and last week we 
received a thank you card. A family has been 
blessed through, the generosity of Mr. Purnell 
whom they never met, who died decades ago, 
because someone knew of this church, who had 
heard of this fund, a legacy of First Presbyterian’s 
mission work. God’s glory truly is remarkable! To 
see the picture of this young girl’s smile is to see 
God smile upon us. 

But God’s glory does something more than 
bless us with memories and legacies of our loved 
ones. God gives us hope. Hope that whatever 
tragedies weigh upon us, whatever grief we feel, 
whatever loneliness is left behind, whatever tears 
Jesus sheds along with us, it shall be redeemed. As 
Mary and Martha and Lazarus discovered, Jesus is 
the resurrection and the life for all who believe. 
And so even though we grieve the parting of our 
loved ones, we can do so with the hope and 
confidence that the parting is not a final goodbye. 
A heavenly reunion awaits.  Amen. 


