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The Book of Job is not only a part of our Holy 
Scriptures, but it is an ageless piece of literature 
that explores humanity’s struggle to know itself, to 
know God, and the relationship between the two. 
As a piece of literature it has been called one of 
the most beautiful and perplexing books – ever. 
Noted English poet and theologian G. K. 
Chesterton said, “The Iliad is great because all of 
life is a battle; the Odyssey is great because all of 
life is a journey; the Book of Job is great because 
all of life is a riddle.” Any attempt to reduce it 
down to three bullet points and an illustration can 
only serve to eviscerate its depths. That is why 
John Calvin preached 159 sermons on Job…in a 
single year! 

The temptation will be for us to look at the final 
verses of this masterpiece on the human spirit’s 
struggle with the divine, see the blessings Job 
receives, and to read Christ back into the text and 
believe it is a story of salvation. But frankly, this 
would be an absurd reductionism. 

Now, in some sense it is a salvation story – but 
not salvation for Job from some eternal 
punishment. Remember, Job was always seen to 
be blameless in the eyes of God. 

This is a salvation of the mind. Salvation from 
the overly pedantic and puerile musings of Job’s 
friends. Liberation from overly simplistic 
depictions of God. This is a salvation we are in 
desperate need of today. God cannot be reduced 
down to a slogan or bumper sticker. That is 
precisely what Job’s friends are guilty of.  

The bumper sticker they lived by “God punishes 
the guilty and rewards the righteous” brought 
about God’s wrath upon Job’s friends. This is what 
taking the Lord’s name in vain means. Invoking 
and blaming God for everything in the world you 

don't like, or understand, and using God’s name to 
force your ideas upon others. 

Job, of course, was suffering all manners of 
indignities, loss of loved ones, and extreme 
personal suffering. So, Job seeks to put God on 
trial and vindicate himself. In the courtroom 
drama of chapters 38-41 God explains to Job how 
it is impossible ultimately for Job to put God on 
trial and it all comes down to verse 38:4, “Where 
were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?” 
Essentially God is saying, “Job, you weren’t there; 
you can’t possibly understand!” 

God proceeds to explain to Job the great works 
of creation. Mighty and fearsome things that 
would swallow the human mind whole. Even in 
those times, the hubris of the human spirit began 
to believe we controlled creation. 

God describes the mighty Leviathan, a creature 
of awesome power, which would make the Kraken 
look like a guppy! 

Can you fill his hide with harpoons or his head 
with fishing spears? 

If you lay a hand on him, you will remember 
the struggle and never do it again! 

Any hope of subduing him is false; the mere 
sight of him is overpowering. 

No-one is fierce enough to rouse him. Who 
then is able to stand against me? 

Who has a claim against me that I must pay? 
Everything under heaven belongs to me. 

God’s extended speech in Job is meant to 
underscore the power and eternity of God which 
makes the human creatures but dust and ashes in 
comparison.  

We use the word “Sovereignty” to sum up this 
description of God’s ultimate authority and power. 
An authority and a power which is far, infinitely 
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far, beyond the human mind’s capacity to fully 
comprehend.  

God is absolutely and utterly free to do what 
God wants. The sovereignty of God does not 
however claim that every event that takes place 
was due to God. Rather, God has an overall plan 
for the course of history which no power or 
person can thwart or fully comprehend. It is like 
the course of a rushing river. There may be eddies 
and cross currents but the river is going to flow 
and move to its destiny. 

For example, God has declared Israel to be the 
chosen people and to give them the Promised 
Land (it is right in the name! Promised Land!) 
Though there were four hundred years of slavery 
in Egypt, though there was exile in Babylon, God’s 
purposes brought Israel back to their land.  

In God’s sovereign freedom we are given the 
freedom to swim with this current or against it. 
But the direction God is heading in may not be 
always clear. Job was frustrated because he could 
not understand God’s plan. But God’s will is not 
always clear. 

There is the famous parable of the Chinese 
Farmer: 

One day his horse ran away. Upon hearing the 
news, his neighbors came to visit. "Such bad 
luck," they said sympathetically. 

"Maybe," the farmer replied.  
The next morning the horse returned, bringing 

with it three other wild horses. "How 
wonderful," the neighbors exclaimed. 

"Maybe," replied the old man. 
The following day, his son tried to ride one of 

the untamed horses, was thrown, and broke 
his leg. The neighbors again came to offer 
their sympathy on his misfortune.  

"Maybe," answered the farmer.  
The day after, military officials came to the 

village to draft young men into the army. 
Seeing that the son's leg was broken, they 
passed him by. The neighbors congratulated 

the farmer on how well things had turned 
out.  

Job was frustrated because he did not have the 
perspective of the Chinese Farmer, whose 
patience allowed the truth to reveal itself. 

So what do we make of Job's contentions and 
arguments with God? Was it of no purpose? 
Should Job never have questioned the Lord God? 
The conclusion of the Book of Job is a resounding 
“No”. In the end, God affirms Job was in the right 
because simple, thoughtless submission to God 
does not lead us to understanding. It leads to 
overly simplistic conclusions like those of Job’s 
friends and their bumper sticker theology. Job 
realizes his questions were those of a child.   

The Book of Job is essentially a lesson in 
humility. The latest Exodus movie, starring 
Christian Bale, portrayed God as a young boy. I 
broke out in laughter when I saw this. God is a 
young boy! Just because every young boy thinks 
the universe revolves around them does not make 
it so! 

I was 20 years old when I first met Wendy’s 
mother. We were playing scrabble and she spelled 
the word Roux. R-O-U-X. I challenged her. It 
couldn't be a word! I had never heard of it! (sorry, 
Marilyn!) 

Of course it is a word. And in that moment I not 
only learned a new word but I discovered how 
little I actually knew about cooking and the 
vastness of culinary possibilities opened wider. 
Because of this little moment, each time I move to 
a new area I try to learn to fix some local cuisine. 
Pimento Cheese anyone?!  

But the true humility would not come until 
Seminary. 

Being the son of two Presbyterian ministers, I 
was in for a shock. I felt like I knew everything 
about theology and the Bible, only to discover I 
knew nothing. Finally, when my pride broke, when 
I saw truly how much there was to learn (an 
endless amount), suddenly my perspective 
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completely changed. Rather than disheartening, it 
was a thrilling moment. I saw depths and truths 
completely and utterly beyond me. I saw a 
vastness in the Bible, untapped riches that a 
lifetime could not contain!   

I think this is what happened for Job. Let’s take 
a look at verse 6, “therefore I despise myself, and 
repent in dust and ashes.” This makes it sound like 
Job is apologizing for his questioning ways. But for 
various reasons it may not be the best translation. 
In fact in the Tanakh, the Jewish Bible, one version 
translates it, “Therefore, I recant and relent, being 
but dust and ashes.” When Job realizes he is but 
dust and ashes, when compared to God, it is a 
moment of great freedom, freedom which he uses 
to stop all this debating with God, freedom to 
submit himself to the Lord. It is only in humility 
that Job can finally realize how grand, mysterious, 
wonderful, and powerful the Lord is!  

This new realization expands Job’s respect for 
others. In his rejection of self-loathing and 
encountering God in the flesh, his love grows! For 
he sees others more as God does. People needing 
love and respect; so in loving himself more he 
loves others more authentically. 

In that humility Job not only was able to 
provide an inheritance for his daughters (which 
was not done in those days) but to forgive his 
friends who have been causing him so much 
misery, so much shame. When he saw the infinite 
God face-to-face, he realized if God does not 
blame me for all my complaining and accusations, 
since I am but dust and ashes, then I can't hold my 
friends to blame either. Job prays, “God please 
forgive them.”  

And the Lord does. Amen. 


