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When Augustine said, “Our hearts our restless 
until it finds its rest in God.” He was implying that 
our hearts are not centered on God. But that begs 
the question,  

Where is your heart? 

Where are the center of your passions, your 
hopes and dreams? It may seem an abstract 
question, but Jesus points us in a very concrete 
and astonishing direction.  

It turns out your heart is in your house, your 
bank, your stomach, your iPhone (ahem!), your 
gas bill, and your car. In other words, your heart is 
where your money is and not the other way 
around! Jesus said, “Where your treasure is there 
will your heart be also.” We assume we spend our 
money based on our passions and values but Jesus 
says our heart will follow our wallet. Therefore, 
how we handle money is not a mere detail but 
discloses the core of who we are. As one pastor 
put it, “It is a matter of saving or losing one’s 
whole being.” 

Perhaps in your head you’re quickly assessing 
your finances and either sighing in relief or turning 
in fear. However, I suspect all of us have some 
spiritual gut-checking to do when it comes to our 
finances. 

The Bible teaches us that money can be a 
blessing from God and the result of our hard work 
or a potential pitfall into the gates of Hell. It seems 
there is very little gray area when it comes to our 
treasure. 

Ecclesiastes says,  
it is fitting to eat and drink and find enjoyment 
in all the toil with which one toils under the 
sun … all to whom God gives wealth and 
possessions .. he enables to enjoy them 

So God wants us to enjoy the fruit of our labors. 
However, Deuteronomy reminds us that “you shall 

remember the Lord your God, for it is He who 
gives you power to get wealth.” 

Finally, Jesus commands us to give to all who 
ask, he warns us that you cannot serve God and 
wealth, and of course his daunting words, “It is 
easier for a camel to squeeze through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich person to get into the 
kingdom of God." 

We know spending money wisely is hard work 
in and of itself. We all know scores of stories in 
which lottery winners lives become disasters. 
Money in and of itself is neither good nor bad, but 
the love of money, Paul tells us, is the root of all 
kinds of evil. Whether it is a blessing or a curse 
seems largely up to us.  

If we use our money primarily for our source of 
security or pleasure, it will likely be a source of 
misery. Since our heart follows our money, not the 
other way around according to Jesus, if we use our 
money as a tool to exercise our values it can be a 
blessing. Your heart is going to be devoted and 
loyal to something; it is the nature of hearts: will it 
be to God? or to money, or some other fleeting, 
ephemeral thing? 

Perhaps we can turn this at-first worrisome 
saying of Jesus, “Where your treasure is there will 
your heart be also” to our advantage. Jesus has 
given us a rather practical means to change our 
life, to re-order our values simply by rearranging 
our checkbook. 

So let’s ask a different question,  
Where would you like your heart to be? In an 

IPhone or Mount Kilimanjaro! 

It turns out the social sciences have measured 
Jesus’ insights. Jesus tells us not to store up 
earthly treasures where moth and rust consume. 
Extensive research has shown that wealth does 
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not provide happiness. But how we spend it can 
have a great impact on our happiness. 

Our instinct especially in lean financial times is 
to spend money on material goods, after all they 
last longer. But a Wall Street Journal article 
reported otherwise. It showed that when people 
looked back at their purchases, they realized that 
experiences actually provided better value. Sonja 
Lyubomirsky, psychology professor at the 
University of California, Riverside explains 

If you have a rise in income, it gives you a 
boost, but then your aspirations rise too. 
Maybe you buy a bigger home in a new 
neighborhood, and so your neighbors are 
richer, and you start wanting even more. 
You’ve stepped on the hedonic treadmill. 
Trying to prevent that or slow it down is really 
a challenge. 

The study concluded that those who spend 
their money on experiences were much happier. 
So put your heart in scuba diving off the Coral Reef 
of Australia, learning the Samba, or hiking the 
Grant Tetons, rather than in the latest IPhone. The 
IPhone is obsolete in a year. 

Moth and rust consume but memories last 
forever. 

Where would you like your heart to be? With 
those you love right?  

Like most parents, Wendy and I spend a great 
deal of time at Christmas shopping for our 
children. And, for the most part, they are 
appreciative. But when we look back on Christmas’ 
past neither Liz nor Matt have ever mentioned any 
present they received. Instead they remember 
being on the golf course in Myrtle Beach with my 
father every year for the last 20 years. They 
remember going to grandma’s, seeing their 
cousins, and helping to make their favorite 
Christmas goodies. And those Christmases we 
stayed home? Well, they just weren’t the same 
even though they got as many presents. It’s about 
presence not presents. That is about spending 
your money to be present rather than on 
accumulating presents under the tree. It turns out 

spending money on people you love brings even 
more happiness than simply spending it on your 
own experiences. 

Where do you want your heart to be? In the 
hearts of the needy right? That same study found 
that people gained greatest joy from giving it 
away. “The paradox of money is that although 
earning more of it tends to enhance our well-
being, we become happier by giving it away than 
by spending it on ourselves.” 

The WSJ article described an experiment 
(http://www.wsj.com/articles/can-money-buy-happiness-
heres-what-science-has-to-say-1415569538). A professor 
handed out cash to students. She told some to 
spend it on themselves and others to spend it on 
someone else. Those who gave it away were 
happier. She proceeded to repeat this experiment 
around the world. She found that even in giving 
away their own money they were still happier. 
From Canada, to the US, to Uganda the results 
were the same. 

When Jesus commanded us to give to all those 
who ask, he was not only prescribing our moral 
obligation he was teaching us to find personal joy. 

In fact, the study found that even poor people 
found greater happiness in spending money for 
others. A Gallup poll showed in 100 countries 
around the world that people who donated money 
to charity were happier in rich and poor countries 
alike. 

The professor said,  
The fact that we were able to observe the 
same effect that we’d seen in Canada in places 
like South Africa and Uganda was probably the 
biggest surprise of my career. A lot of us think 
we’ll give to charity one day, when we’re 
richer, but actually we see the benefits of 
giving even among people who are struggling 
to meet their own basic needs. 

Science can measure the effects of our 
spending patterns, but Jesus has told us why. Our 
heart and money go hand in hand.  
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As you consider your pledge, think about where 
you want your heart to be: In praise of almighty 
God, in feeding the hungry and homeless of 
Spartanburg, in fellowship with one another, in 
the education and nutrition of children in the 
Dominican Republic, in the music which blesses us 
so much. Your pledge is a chance to remember all 
the moments of grace, to show your gratitude to 
God through generosity, and, in the end, find your 
heart in the very heart of God because that is 
where you have placed your treasure. 

 


