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The Bible is an extraordinary book. There are 
passages you can grasp in an instant. “God is love”, 
“The Lord is my shepherd”, “Do unto others…” And 
then there are those passages that seem 
innocuous, almost like literary filler to create a 
transition. You could read it a hundred times and 
not think twice about it. But then someone points 
out a few pertinent facts and, suddenly, you realize 
those few sentences changed the world. Today we 
have such a passage. 

During the night Paul had a vision: there 
stood a man of Macedonia pleading with 
him and saying, ‘Come over to Macedonia 
and help us.’ 

Going between Troas and Macedonia was a 
world-changing event, because it was a crossing 
from Asia into Europe. The world had been changed 
before, at this same place, for both Xerxes of Persia 
and Alexander the Great made this same crossing. 
Xerxes did it around 500 B.C., taking his two million 
man army to invade Greece and Alexander crossed 
the other direction around 330 B.C.  

Troas was a well-traveled hub, taking people 
between two worlds. Troas’ full name was “Trojan 
Alexandria” referring both to its proximal location 
to the ancient city of Troy, well known because of 
Homer’s Iliad, and Alexander’s travels through 
there. Both Xerxes and Alexander took the time to 
make sacrifices to the gods at Troy’s ruins. Like 
Paul, both Xerxes and Alexander had visions 
concerning the crossing and Alexander’s is 
especially pertinent.  

Josephus, the ancient Jewish historian, recorded 
Alexander’s vision. When Alexander arrived at 
Jerusalem, he prostrated himself before the High 
Priest, Jaddus, and said, 

It is not before him that I prostrated myself 
but the God of whom he has the honour to 
be priest, for it was he whom I saw in my 
sleep dressed as he is now, when I was at 

Dium in Macedonia, and, as I was 
considering with myself how I might 
become master of Asia, he urged me not to 
hesitate but to cross over confidently, for he 
himself would lead my army and give over 
to me the empire of the Persians. 

When first-century readers read this portion of 
Acts, they would have known of Xerxes’ and 
Alexander’s visions. They would know the great 
history of Troy and the significance of crossing at 
this place. Perhaps they might have even believed 
the Man from Macedonia was an allusion to 
Alexander or maybe even Alexander himself. 

Alexander believed God called him to cross and 
give him success. When Alexander crossed from 
Europe into Asia, he changed the world by bringing 
Greek culture into the Promised Land, into Israel 
and far beyond. Centuries later, Paul received a 
vision, crossed in the other direction, and took God 
into Europe.  

New Testament scholar Robert Sorenson wrote,  
Alexander, who insisted on divine honors 
during his lifetime and after his death was 
worshiped as a hero, ironically cast here as 
a supplicant begging for the gospel of the 
Lord Jesus to be brought to his homeland. 
In the eyes of a Greco-Roman audience, a 
more impressive depiction of the risen Lord 
Jesus and his worldwide mission could 
hardly conceived. 

It is because of this seemingly innocuous verse 
that Christianity came to Europe. Without Paul’s 
listening to the Spirit, it might not have ever grown 
past being a regional sect of Judaism and many of 
us would not be here today, would not be believers. 

We see in these verses that great things can 
grow from seemingly minor decisions. I chose my 
sophomore college roommates on a whim. Phillip 
Davis was my good friend in my freshmen year. But 
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we wanted to live off-campus our second year. I ran 
into an old friend from high school who needed a 
roommate who also wanted to live off campus, so 
we all decided, “Why not!” and rented the top floor 
of a house. 

According to one measure it didn’t work out.  He 
was annoying, self-centered, and a pain! We asked 
him to move out the next year. However he was the 
outgoing one. He was the one who decided to have 
a party and invite the girls from the basement 
apartment! And that is when I saw her for the first 
time! Without this annoying roommate, I never 
would have met the love of my life, Wendy, and of 
course Liz and Matthew never would have been 
born. Seemingly small decisions can have profound 
reverberations, not only for our own lives but the 
world. 

I can’t imagine what the world would be like if 
Paul did not have the chutzpah to convince the 
other Apostles of the need to convert the gentiles 
and, he begin it all when he made this crossing.  

Paul’s actions, despite the spectacle of the 
scene, began simply with one man begging for the 
good news of the gospel. One person who asked.  
This is how our CAST ministry to children living in 
motels began. One child, in need of love and hope, 
led to more children. Paul heeded this voice, which 
brought Christ into unexpected and new places.  
Paul showed an openness to reach out to those 
whom he had no reason to believe would be 
receptive, not only of his message, but of himself as 
well.  

CAST began with one person willing to stand up, 
to cross a divide, not from Asia into Europe but, 
still, from one world to the next – right here in 
Spartanburg. 

Perhaps the key to successful new adventures is 
simply a willingness to try something – a belief that 
good things can come from small beginnings – or 
even crazy ideas. 

The internet giant Google not only provides 
those lightning-fast searches, they also dabble in 
many other products, some of which fail. There was 

Google Wave – an information sharing web 
interface, Google Lively – a virtual world, Google 
Buzz – their version of Twitter, and many more. But 
perhaps the most curious is Google Cardboard. For 
$15 you can buy a special cardboard box into which 
you place your phone and you can see images in 
3D! For fifteen dollars! 

Teegan Lexcen was born with such a rare heart 
defect, it had never been seen before. She had only 
one lung and half her heart was missing. Her 
parents were told there was nothing that could be 
done and they took her home, along with a hospice 
nurse, to keep her comfortable. She managed to 
live longer than anyone expected, so they began to 
seek other opinions. They spoke to doctors in 
Boston, but none could be of help. She was failing 
to grow, so even if something could be done, it 
needed to happen right away. They saw an article 
entitled, “20 Most Innovative Pediatric Surgeons 
Alive Today” and called Dr. Redmond Burke, the 3rd 
on the list. They sent images of Teegan’s heart right 
away. Soon, even those doctors were beginning to 
feel there was not much hope. They needed better 
images, but the 3D printer was broken, fortunately, 
a better solution became apparent. After someone 
suggested video game, virtual-reality technology, 
the doctor spent $20 for Google Cardboard. It 
turned out to be better than the 3D images on the 
computer screen and he was able to visualize the 
surgery that was needed. And, as they say, they all 
now live happily ever after. 

(http://www.cnn.com/2016/01/07/health/google-cardboard-
baby-saved/index.html) 

Do you hear the Man from Macedonia calling, do 
you feel compelled for some reason to step across 
the street, be ready to heed that voice? It just might 
be God calling you to change the world. Amen. 
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