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In this season of Lent, we have rolled away 
several boulders that block us from deep life in 
God. The boulder of denial was too big to go 
around, so we had to climb right over it. The 
boulder of fear made us turn the other way, so we 
needed to keep our eyes in Christ who held our 
hand as we overcame it. Both of these boulders 
were massive, entirely too weighty for us to move 
aside. Though this week’s boulder completely 
blocks our view of what is beyond it, it weighs 
almost nothing. It is hollow, filled with things of 
ephemeral value that can be wiped away by a dip 
in the DOW or a fire in the factory. 

These are the boulders of sound planning and 
good intentions we build all around us. We build 
them to protect our financial future. We build 
them to protect our reputation. We build them to 
protect ourselves from a lonely future. 
Unfortunately, though they can easily block us 
from seeing beyond them, they prevent us from 
seeing that which truly secures our future. 

The man in Jesus’ parable who built bigger 
barns believed his security was to be found in his 
bumper crop, but God called him a fool. 
Practically, we know there is no treasure on this 
earth that can guarantee a future of happiness. It 
can all be destroyed by the vagaries in the market, 
the whimsy of disease, or a shattering betrayal by 
those we love. 

This parable is not against wealth per se but our 
relationship to it. Nor does it condemn “eating, 
drinking, and being merry” but pleasure as our 
purpose in life. Listen to what the man says about 
his bumper crop, “I will say to my soul.” His 
actions are not merely wise planning. He is saying 
the very core of his being prospers by material 
gain. 

Eating, drinking, and being merry are all gifts 
from God but none of them are meant to be the 
innermost and deepest experience of the human 
soul; nor is our soul to rely on and look to material 
prosperity for solace, comfort, security.  

This parable is a warning that if we place 
greater value on anything more than our 
relationship to God, be it money or pleasure, we 
put our very souls in danger. The very things that 
we thought would make us happy, beyond 
imagining when we get them, can become a 
source of emptiness. 

Clemson football star Perry Tuttle told his story 
a few weeks ago next door at the Piedmont Club 
during Rotary. He loved football. He still loves 
football! He made the cover of Sports Illustrated 
by making the winning catch for the national 
championship! He made it into the NFL – the 
dream of any college standout. He had made it in 
life by working hard despite his difficult home life. 
And now that he had arrived he said to his soul, 
“I’m in the NFL. I’m on top of the world!” Only he 
wasn’t. Despite being filled with the adulations of 
adoring fans and a barn full of money he sat in his 
hotel room alone and empty. By placing his soul in 
fame, success, and wealth he had created a 
boulder that blocked him from seeing the Truth. 
Perhaps Perry Tuttle and the man with bigger 
barns suffered from what Peter Jones describes as 
“practical atheism”. 

 “The rich fool may protest that he has always 
believed in God, but when it comes to managing his 
life, dealing with possessions and planning for the 
future, he lives as though there were no God.” 

(Interpreter’s Bible) 

And there is something even more subtle and 
pernicious this parable discloses that, perhaps, 
points to each of us. Perhaps we believe in God 
and maybe even live as if there were a God, but 
treat the Lord like a divine vending machine. As if 
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God was one more infomercial product. Is God 
truly LORD of our life or an accessory? Does trust 
in God dictate our life’s paths or do we use our 
faith as one resource among many to meet life’s 
goals. This pattern treats God as a commodity. We 
want our children to have good values, so we 
bring them to church. We want comfort when we 
are down, so we come to worship. We want to be 
of use, so we serve. All of these are very good 
reasons to be involved in church. However, 
without a deeper reason for turning to God, we 
might find ourselves with boulders the size of 
those bigger barns. 

Perry Tuttle realized that all those things he 
filled himself up with only made him feel emptier. 
He said, “Being famous and a professional athlete 
couldn't hold me. Being on the cover of Sports 
Illustrated couldn't hold me.” He came to see that 
it is not who you are but whose you are. In life and 
in death we belong to God. Not to ourselves. Once 
he discovered that, his boulder rolled away on its 
own accord. 

If you have everything in the world but lack 
God, you have nothing. If you lack everything in 
the world but have God, you are rich beyond 
imagining. 

Saul was a respected Pharisee filled with power. 
His education was considerable and his 
intelligence remarkable. But in meeting Christ he 
concluded in his letter to the Philippians, “For His 
sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I 
regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 
Christ.” In fact, the word we translate as “rubbish” 
might be better translated as manure! In relation 
to belonging to Christ, it all comes to nothing. 

In order for Paul to live his life to Christ he had 
to leave his old life behind. But that is not true for 
most of us. By and large, most of us are doing 
what we are doing because God gave us gifts and 
motivation to live this life. 

Football was not Perry Tuttle’s problem, but his 
relationship to it. Once he saw the need to put 
God first, he saw he had to live his life for a 

purpose. Presbyterians have understood this for 
centuries. The Westminster Catechism tells us our 
chief end is “to glorify God and enjoy God 
forever!” 

You can do almost anything for the glory of 
God. Play football, for the glory of God. Play the 
flute, for the glory of God. Create a business, for 
the glory of God. Keep a home, for the glory of 
God. Practice law, for the glory of God. 

The problem with the man in Jesus’ parable was 
not the bumper crop, but his complete lack of 
vision for its use apart from meeting his own 
needs. His ultimate vision was an endless future 
indulging in personal pleasure. There is no room 
for anyone else in his dreams. He never considers 
for a moment building one bigger barn and giving 
the rest to persons in need. 

You’ve seen the bumper sticker, “He who has 
the most toys at the end wins”. Well there is a 
counter point to it, “He who has the most toys at 
the end wins….nothing.” We are only travelers 
here. We can’t take it with us because our transfer 
to the next life has no luggage allowances. Not 
even one we can buy. 

Perhaps a few of you caught Rabbi Yossi’s 
February commentary in the Herald Journal 
entitled, I too am a traveler. He speaks about a 
leading 19th century Rabbi known as the Chatam 
Sofer, The Seal of the Scribe. 

It is reported that an American Jew once sought 
him out, wishing to bask in his reputed wisdom. 
After a long voyage across the ocean and through 
Germany, the admirer came to his city of Pressburg 
(Bratislava) in Slovakia. To his surprise he found 
Schreiber situated in a most modest house. Invited 
into his home, the tourist saw only a plain desk with 
books, a meager table and a simple bed. 
With as much civility as he could muster, he mused, 
“Where are all your possessions?” 
The rabbi responded quickly, “And where are all 
your possessions?” 
“I am only a traveler here,” the American 
responded. 
The rabbi then, with a wave of his right hand 
motioned to the world about him and said “I too, 
am only a traveler here.” 
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You truly cannot take any of it with you. As it 
has been said, the only thing you can truly take 
with you to the next life is the impact you have 
had on others. 

Yossi concludes his article,  
Each winter holiday season, TV stations treat us to 
the umpteenth rebroadcast of “It's a Wonderful 
Life.” This past season I noticed a sign on the wall in 
the savings and loan office of the protagonist 
George Bailey. It read; “You only take away from 
this world, what you have given away!” 

Christ gave away everything and took with Him 
the salvation of the world. Let’s all give ourselves 
away to the glory of God.  

Amen. 

 


