
First Presbyterian Church Funeral Planning Sheet 
(Pastoral Information in the Event of My Death) 

From the Heidelberg Catechism: 
Question 1: What is your only comfort, in life and in death? 
Answer: That I belong- body and soul in life and in death--- 

not to myself but to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Name_________________________________________________________________________  
 Title  First    Middle    Last 

Address_______________________________________________________________________  
 Street    City  State    Zip 

Next of Kin or person you wish to make any funeral arrangements: 
Name_________________________________________Telephone_______________________ 

I wish to outline my preferences regarding procedures to be followed at the time of my death.  I 
understand that this form is not legally binding, and that the ultimate decisions are to be made by 
my next of kin.  I hope that my wishes will be taken seriously by my family and my church. 
Signature_____________________________________________________________________ 

Funeral Arrangements: 

Funeral Home Desired___________________________________________________________ 

Do you prefer Memorials in lieu of flowers? ____ Yes _____ No 
 If so, designate Memorial preferences_______________________________________
 _____________________________________________________________________ 

I would like the family to receive friends: 
 Location______________________________________________________________ 

I would like my service to be at: Church_____________________________________________ 
  Funeral Home___________________________________ 
  Gravesite (where?)_______________________________ 

Type of Service that you prefer: 
 ______Burial followed by a memorial service 
  (A body is not present at a memorial service.) 
 ______Funeral Service followed by a burial 

Disposition of your remains: 
 ______Burial 
 ______Cremation 
 ______Donation of Body to Medical Science 
 ______Other, please explain______________________________________________ 



The following lodge/military/other organization will have a special part in the service or 
burial_________________________________________________________________________ 

Burial Location  ________________________________________________________________ 

Who are your Pallbearers? ________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Your Obituary will be placed in which newspapers?  ___________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Other: 
 Specific arrangements already made with Funeral Home? ____Yes  ____No 

 Are you an Organ Donor? ____Yes ____No 

 I have no objection to an autopsy being done, if the family desires or needs it. ___Yes ___No 

 I request that an autopsy be done.  ___Yes  ___No 

 Do you wish to have an open casket, if possible?  ___Yes  ___No 

 Would you like a fellowship meal at the church for your family? ___Yes ___No 

Specific Worship Arrangements: 

Choice of Hymns:  ______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Preferred Scripture Passages: ______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

I would like the church pall to be used on the casket. ___Yes   ___No 

I would like a Soloist: Name ____________________________Telephone__________________ 

I would like for the Soloist to sing the following song/s _________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

What of your life would you wish remembered? _______________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 



Other Special Information you want us to know:  ______________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

We are here to help. What matters facing your survivors cause you the most worry? How exactly 
can the church community be of help to your survivors with these matters? _________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Please submit this material to: 

Rev. Joanne Hull 
Associate Pastor for Congregational Care 
and Deacons 
First Presbyterian Church 
393 E. Main St. 
Spartanburg, SC 29302 
jhull@fpcspartanburg.org 

Joanie Shackleton 
Admin. Assistant to Congregational Care 
and Deacons 
First Presbyterian Church 
393 E. Main St. 
Spartanburg, SC 29302 
jshackleton@fpcspartanburg.org 
 

Date Submitted _____________________________Date Revised_________________________ 
(This material will be stored in the church office for future reference.) 



HELP US CELEBRATE… 
THE GIFT OF HAVING YOU AMONG US 
 
You can help us attenuate the grief that your family and friends will face in your passing… 
by helping us deliver a meaningful, robust service… one that both helps us learn about you and from you. 
 
To that end, we have created a list of topics that clergy often like to explore in preparing their funeral service 
remarks. Feel free to respond to any or all of these topics. 
 
These topics range from trivial to profound. There are no right and wrong answers, so just write in a casual, free 
kind of manner… after all, you’re not writing your memoirs or taking a “writing exam”. 
 
Attach any additional comments you like… and feel free to change/update anything you’ve jotted down, later 
on if need be. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
About Marriage – sample topics 

How did you meet your spouse? What drew you together? 
What is the secret to a long, happy marriage? 
What would you like us to tell your spouse now? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About Being a Kid – sample topics 

What was a “typical day” like when you were young? 
How did you spend your free time when you were young? 
What about your childhood would you most like to share? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About Parenting – sample topics 

What was the most fun part of raising your kids? 
What was the most gratifying part of raising the kids? 
What was the biggest surprise you had in raising the kids? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About Your Schooling and Training – sample topics 

What schools did you go to? Did you earn any diplomas, 
degrees, certifications, or licenses? Which one mean the  
most to you? What was your favorite teacher? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



About Work – sample topics 

Tell us about the favorite job you’ve held. What is the 
most difficult job you’ve held? What was your best boss 
like? What is the best thing about working for a living? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About Life – sample topics 

What simple lesson did you learn “the hard way”? 
How did you learn it? What did you figure out as an adult, 
that you really wish you had figured out as a teenager? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About Faith – sample topics 

Are there any particular beliefs you have adopted that  
somehow  “make it all make sense”? What doubts have  
you overcome… and what got you past them? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About Hobbies and Leisure – sample topics 

What have been your favorite hobbies? What hobby did you 
somehow  neglect that you really wish you had pursued? 
What’s your idea of a “real day off”? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the Rest – sample topics 

What else would you like us to know in preparing meaningful 
remarks for your surviving family and friends? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

About First Pres – sample topics 

How did you get acquainted with First Presbyterian? 
Why did you choose to join up? Why did you stay? 
Is there one special insight you’ve gained at First Pres? 

 

 



Obituary- Basic Details (and options) 

Name - Name in bold face type over the obit is usually the man’s full name 
(initial?) and the woman’s given, maiden, and married. BUT, not always. It can 
appear many other ways and include nicknames, all married names, etc. Watch out 
for papers that fail or refuse to make the name recognizable. 

Nicknames - They usually fit a particular time and place and remind readers of 
special times. “Elizabeth” was used at home, but “Bet” throughout school days, 
“Miss Bett” in teaching days, “Ma Bett” as a grandmother. 

Dates – Birth and death. Where and when. Why (because mother visiting father in 
missionary village, while elevator was stuck???) How can be significant (first baby 
delivered by famous Dr. X, arrived on the Silver Meteor, welcomed at the World’s 
Fair by firemen.) 

What Happened Between Those Dates? What really mattered to YOU? 

If there already is a biography of you- on a family website, in an easy to get 
source- list that source and get on with the interesting details. 

Highlight your legacy to family, friends, faith, community & the world. 

Survivors – This is what changes over time: people die, others are born, you drift 
away from some who once were close, etc. UPDATE YOUR OBIT AND NOTE 
THE DATE once a year. If dementia robs your ability to keep this paper current, 
your family will know the last time you were able to deal with it and note that in 
the published copy. 

IS THERE A “RIGHT” ORDER IN WHICH TO LIST SURVIVORS? 
WHAT ABOUT THE NAMES OF THOSE WHO PREDECEASED? 

There may be a “right way”, but it changes according to local custom and over 
time. Obituaries recently have been noting that 103-year-old Minnie was the third 
daughter of Jacob Robert and Flavia Otterman Jackson of Caniption Springs, 
helpful (mostly for very old people) in making family connections. Usually it is 
spouse/s, siblings, and children only listed as having died previously; but, it is not 
rare to find the name of a pet or very special friend or even a prized possession 
such as a Harley or retooled car. 



Sometimes the right way to describe relationships is tricky. 

The obituary may go on to list surviving children first (often spouses in 
parentheses) and maybe later the living spouse. Or, the spouse may be mentioned 
first and generally, even if there are several marriages, there is reference to how 
many years the marriage lasted. That seems to be true even if the spouse has 
already died. If you write your own obit, you use it or not. 

In today’s blended families survivors may have the unenviable task of somehow 
making a “fair” order out of many, many names, depending on family choice and 
who is bankrolling publication of the obit. There are children born to the person, 
step-children and grandchildren and great-grandchildren, adopted, fostered, 
godchildren, special children in the neighborhood, even pets who may have been 
the most loyal and lovable of all.  

Many pressed into service as instant obit writers, thinking of the most recent 
kindnesses, include the names of caretakers who have become a major part of 
family life, they thank medical personnel by name and mention the support of 
many health-related organizations, their churches and more. 

Details for funeral or memorial service and burial or ???? It is vital to include 
time, place, date of any visitation, committal (before or after the service), whether 
there is a reception afterward and where, and contact information. Include websites 
or physical addresses for those from out of town. Using all names- worship leaders, 
organist, pallbearers, readers- is up to you. They can be put into the service bulletin 
to save space. 

Memorials – Who better knows better than you what you want memorials to 
support? Be sure to include the group’s correct name and mailing address. 

Websites – Thanks to our computer age and writing our own obituaries, we can 
share our interests, we can influence coming generations from beyond the grave 
with book titles, music, movies, walking trails and websites that moved us.  

Mine is  www.cyberhymnal.org.   Enjoy. 
 

Barbara Bryan PO Box 716, Davidson, NC 28036 704-582-1059 
“Having Your Say: Writing Your Own Obituary” 8-30-07 

http://www.cyberhymnal.org/




Old Testament 
*Job 19:23-27 I know that my redeemer lives 
 Isa. 25:6-9 God will swallow up death forever 
 Isa. 26:1-4,19 God will keep them in perfect peace 
*Isa. 40:1-11, 28-31 Comfort my people 
*Isa. 40:28-31 Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength 
 Isa. 43:1-3a, 18-19, 25 When you pass through the waters 
 Isa. 44:6-8 I am the first and the last 
 Isa. 55:1-3, 6-13 Ho, everyone who thirsts 
 Isa. 61:1-4, 10-11 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me 
*Isa. 65:17-25 I create new heavens and a new earth 
 Lam. 3:19-26, 31-36 My affliction and roaming 
 Dan. 12:1-3 Many of those who sleep in the dust shall awake 
 Joel 2:12-13, 23-24, 26-29 Turn to me with all your heart 
 

 
Psalms 

Psalms appropriate for singing or reading in the service include the following: 
 Ps. 16:5-11 The Lord is my chosen portion 
*Ps. 23 The Lord is my shepherd 
 Ps. 27:1, 4-9a, 13-14 The Lord is my light and my salvation 
 Ps. 39:4-5, 12 Lord, let me know my end 
 Ps. 42:1-6a As a hart longs for flowing streams 
 Ps. 43 Give judgment for me, O God 
*Ps. 46:1-5, 10-11 A very present help in trouble 
*Ps. 90:1-10, 12 Teach us to number our days 
 Ps. 91 The one who dwells in the shelter of the Most High 
*Ps. 103 Bless the Lord, O my soul 
 Ps. 106:1-5 O give thanks to the Lord 
 Ps. 116:1-9, 15 My delight is in the Lord 
 Ps. 118 Open the gates of righteousness 
*Ps. 121 I lift up my eyes to the hills 
*Ps. 130 Out of the depths I cry to the Lord 
*Ps. 139:1-12 Whither shall I go from my Spirit? 
 Ps. 145 I will exalt you, O God my King 
 Ps. 146 Hallelujah! praise the Lord, O my soul 
 

Gospels 
 Matt. 5:1-12a The Beatitudes 
 Matt. 11:25-30 Hidden from the wise, revealed to babes 
 Matt. 25:1-13 Wise and foolish virgins 
 Matt. 25:31-46 The Last Judgment 
 Luke 7:11-17 Jesus raises the son of the widow of Nain 
 Luke 18:15-17 We enter the kingdom only as children 
*Luke 23:33, 39-43 Today you will be with me in Paradise 
 John 3:16-21 God so loved the world 
 John 5:24-29 Whoever hears and believes has eternal life 
 John 6:37-40 Whoever comes to me I will by no means cast out 
 John 6:47-58 Whoever believes in me has eternal life 
*John 11:17-27 I am the resurrection and the life 
 John 11:38-44 Lazarus raised from the dead 
*John 14:1-6, 25-27 Let not your hearts be troubled 



Epistles 
 Rom. 5:1-11 Hope does not disappoint 
 Rom. 6:3-9 Baptized into Christ’s death, raised to live with him 
*Rom. 8:14-23, 31-39 Nothing can separate us 
*Rom. 14:7-9, 10b-12 Whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s 
 1 Cor. 15:3-8, 12-20a Christ raised from the dead 
 1 Cor. 15:20-24 In Christ shall all be made alive 
*1 Cor. 15:20-26, 35-38,  
      42-44, 50, 53-58 Death is swallowed in victory 
 1 Cor. 15-35-44 The natural body and the spiritual body 
 1 Cor. 15:50-57 We shall all be changed 
*2 Cor. 4:16-5:1 Visible things are transitory, invisible things permanent 
 2 Cor. 5:1-10 From God we have a house not made with hands 
 Eph. 1:11-2:1, 4-10 Saved by grace through faith 
 Phil. 3:7-11 Knowing him and the power of his resurrection 
 Phil. 3:20-21 Our citizenship is in heaven 
 Col. 3:1-17 Set your mind on the things above 
*1 Thess. 4:13-18 The comfort of Christ’s coming 
 2 Tim. 2:8-13 If we died with him, we shall also live with him 
 Heb. 2:14-18 Christ was tempted in every way 
 Heb. 11:1-3, 13-16; 12:1-2 Faith, the pilgrimage, the cloud of witnesses 
 1 Peter 1:3-12 Without seeing Christ you love him 
 1 Peter 3:18-22; 4:6 Christ’s ministry to the spirits in prison 
 1 John 3:1-3 We are children of God 
 Rev. 7:2-3, 9-17 These are they who have come out of the great tribulation 
 Rev. 14:1-3, 6-7, 12-13 Rest for the saints 
*Rev. 21:1-4, 22-25; 22:3-5 A new heaven and a new earth 
 Rev. 22:1-5 The Lord God will be their light 
 

For those whose faith is unknown: 
 Rom. 2:12-16 The law written on the heart 
*Rom. 14:7-9, 10c-12 None of us live to ourselves 
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