
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Spartanburg, South Carolina

August 2, 2015

WELCOME!
First Presbyterian Church

is a community of believers committed to
“Glorifying God and Sharing Christ Together

through Word and Deed.”



SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
AUGUST 2, 2015
8:30AM - CHAPEL

10:30AM - SANCTUARY

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

One: Th is is the day that the Lord has made; 
All: Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Prelude Meditation on “Beach Spring” arr. Gilbert Martin

† Call to Worship (Responsive)  Rev. Christi O. Brown
One: May your love and mercy be upon us today, O Lord.
All: Cleanse and refresh us from every transgression.
One: Let your joy and gladness dawn in our spirits,
All: and the recreating power of your Spirit make us new.
One: Have mercy upon us O God,
All: and let your Spirit lead us in truth and righteousness. Amen.

† Hymn 667 When Morning Gilds the Skies Laudes Domini

Prayer of Confession  
God of Compassion,
 we turn toward you now. We rend our hearts.
Forgive our pride and forgive our insecurities. Forgive our self-absorption and forgive our 

self-destruction. Forgive our doubts and forgive our confi dence. Forgive our longing for 
attention and forgive our desire to hide. Forgive each step we take away from you.
 Create in me a clean heart, O God. And renew a right spirit within me.
 Do not cast me away from your presence. Do not take your Holy Spirit from me.
 Restore to me the joy of my salvation, and grant a willing spirit to sustain me.

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord...

    Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon  
One: Now stand fi rm in your faith, covered by the saving grace of God
 and ready to proclaim the gospel of peace.
All: In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Th anks be to God!

† Response to Pardon  
 Hymn 581  Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.

Amen, amen.

† Please rise in
 body or spirit.

Hymn 667

Several of the 
Psalms begin 

and end 
with fervent 

declarations of 
praise, such as 
this: “Praise the 
Lord! Praise, O 
servants of the 

Lord, praise the 
name of the 

Lord! … Praise 
the Lord!” (Psalm 

113:1, 9b ESV). 
Likewise, from 

the opening lines 
of early morning 

praise to the 
fi nal couplet 

about eternal 
praise before the 

throne of God 
in heaven, this 
hymn has the 

constant refrain, 
“May Jesus Christ 

be praised.” 



† Passing of the Peace  
One: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
 Th e joy and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all!
All: And also with you.
One: Let us now greet one another in the name of Christ.

Life of the Church Dr. Th omas E. Evans

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

The Word for Children  

Scripture Psalm 51 Pew Bible Page 492

Psalm 51: 1-12 (NRSV)
1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant 
mercy blot out my transgressions. 2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me 
from my sin. 3For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 4Against you, you 
alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, o that you are justifi ed in your sentence 
and blameless when you pass judgment. 5Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother 
conceived me. 6You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret 
heart. 7Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
8Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 9Hide your face from 
my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and 
right spirit within me. 11Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy 
spirit from me. 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit.

Sermon Two Pockets Dr. Th omas E. Evans

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory
  (8:45) I Am the Bread of Life Suzanne Toolan
  Genesis Choir
 (11:00) All the Beauty of the Lord Gwyneth Walker
  Summer Choir

All children are 
invited to the 
front of the 
sanctuary during 
The Word for 
Children.

Afterwards, they 
will be asked 
to return to the 
pews to sit with 
their families for 
the remainder 
of the Worship 
Service.

Children’s 
Worship has 
been recessed 
for summer and 
will resume on 
September 6.

Please sign and 
pass the Ministry 
of Friendship 
Pad, note the 
names of those 
around you, 
and greet one 
another after 
worship.



All communion 
bread and 
wafers are 

gluten free.

† Doxology  
 Hymn 606  Old Hundredth

Praise God from whom all blessings fl ow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Invitation to the Lord’s Table  

The Prayer of Great Thanksgiving (Sung Responsively)  

One:  Th e Lord be with you.  
All: And also with you.
One:  Lift  up, lift  up your hearts.
All: We lift  them up to the Lord.
One: Let us all give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

 The Lord’s Prayer  Hymnal Page 35

Sharing of the Elements  
 One: Th e gift s of God for the people of God.  
 All: Th anks be to God!

Communion Music
 (10:30) I Am the Bread of Life Suzanne Toolan

Prayer After Communion  

BEARING THE WORD TO THE WORLD

† Hymn 418 Soft ly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling Softly and Tenderly

† Charge and Benediction  

† Congregational Response
 Hymn 801, v5  Crimond

Goodness and mercy all my life Shall surely follow me; 
And in God’s house Forevermore my dwelling place shall be.

Postlude Festival Finale Malcolm Archer

Hymn 418

This hymn invites 
us to come and 

accept God’s 
mercy together. 

The fi rst stanza 
and refrain give 
the picture that 

Jesus is gently 
calling, like a 
mother after 

her child. The 
second stanza 
reminds us that 
there is nothing 

to be gained by 
delay. The fi nal 

stanza entices us 
with a promise 

of love, pardon, 
and mercy that 

is wonderfully 
available for 

those who wish 
to accept it.

The Lord’s 
Supper is the 
sign and seal 

of eating and 
drinking in 

communion with 
the crucifi ed 

and risen Lord. 
During his earthly 

ministry Jesus 
shared meals 

with his followers 
as a sign of 

community and 
acceptance 

and as an 
occasion for his 

own ministry. 



Th e Flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the Glory of God and in celebration of the marriage of Rena Leslie Bailey 
and Russell Bailey Calicutt and in loving memory of Mr. and Mrs. Kreswell Edward Neely, Jr. and Mr. and Mrs. 
William Olin Calicutt, Sr.

A hearing loop has been installed in the Sanctuary. If your hearing aid or cochlear device is equipped with T-coil 
technology, please switch it to the “T”, T-Coil, or telephone position for improved hearing during the service.

Hearing impaired devices, large-print bulletins, and large-print Bibles are available from the ushers upon request.

Come to Sunday School at 9:30am
CHILDREN and YOUTH

 Nursery  (Birth-2K) Preschool (3K-5K)
 1st Floor Clark Building 1st Floor Clark Building
  Elementary (1st-5th Grade) Youth (6th-12th Grade)
  2nd Floor Clark Building 2nd Floor Family Life Center

ADULTS
Summer Series (Room 2201) Th is year we will once again off er an Adult Sunday School program during the 
Summer months. Topics and teachers will vary from week to week and each session will stand on its own. Come 
whenever you can!
College Connection Class (Room 2216) Specially designed for 18-22 year olds; join us for food, fellowship, and 
a devotion focused on Morning Song’s scripture. Th en stay with the group to attend Morning Song together and dig 
further into the word! Meeting dates are June 28, July 12, July 26, August 9.
Faith Driven and Spark - Combined (Room C210) For the summer, these two classes of young adults - both single 
and married, with and without children - seek to learn more about Christianity and the Bible and their applications to life.
Open Class (Room 2213) A small-group discussion of Christian themes in literature; open to all ages and points 
of view.
Purnell Class (Purnell Room) For a hymn sing and an excellent Bible lesson, join this faithful group of men 
and women.
Note: All rooms with a C in the room number are located on the 2nd fl oor of the Clark Building. Room numbers 
in the 2000’s are on the 2nd fl oor of the Main Building. Th e Purnell Room is on the fi rst fl oor of the main building.

Th e following classes are joining the Summer Series and will resume August 16: 
Bible Alive! A talented and experienced teaching team leads this class is for those who want to study the Bible in-depth, book 
by book. Outside reading of a book or study guide is encouraged of all participants. 
Choir Class Th is class uses the Uniform Lesson Series to frame their study and application of Bible texts to daily living. Th ey 
meet from 10:00 to 10:30am to accommodate choir members, but anyone can join.
Christian Perspectives Th is class explores and studies contemporary issues from a variety of perspectives using the Bible, the 
Christian faith and life, the Presbyterian/Reformed tradition, and World Christianity to form its conclusions.
Emmaus Class Th e Emmaus Sunday School Class is dedicated to serving those who journey toward God in everyday life. 
Please come with us on our walk. We will have conversation and coff ee followed by a short yet powerful message.
Fellowship Class Special, distinctive, and important: Th e host presents a scholarly and factual study of selected Books of the 
Bible presented with a mature fl air and wisdom. All ages feel at home with this loyal group.
Spiritual Life Class Th is class is for adults who seek to apply the Bible to life and grow spiritually.



Welcome!
If you are visiting with us today, you 
are our honored guest! Please sign 
the Fellowship Pad, so that we may 
contact you.

For more information about First 
Presbyterian, check the church 
website or see one of the Worship 
Greeters, holding the baskets.

Joining First
If you are interested in joining First 
Presbyterian Church, please come 
to the Church Library on the 2nd 
Sunday of each month at 10:00am. 
Th e Church Library is located on the 
fi rst fl oor of the main building, on 
the hallway near the Chestnut Street 
Door. Ministers and members of the 
Session will be there to greet you.
Additionally, a Welcome Class is 
held twice a year, which is open to 
all visitors interested in joining our 
church or to anyone wanting to learn 
more about the Presbyterian Church 
(USA).

For more information, please contact
Rev. Joanne Hull;
208-2125/jhull@fpcspartanburg.
org or Joanie Shackleton; 208-2132/
jshackleton@fpcspartanburg.org.

Pastors On-Call
If you have a Pastoral Emergency 
aft er 5:00pm during the week or 
anytime over the weekend or on 
holidays, please call 208-2142. Th e 
message will be sent to the pastoral 
care team member who is on-call 
and your call will be returned as 
soon as possible.
For pastoral needs for our youth, 
contact Jason Moore (804-9244).

Life @ First
AUGUST 2, 2015

Complete details at www.fpcspartanburg.org.
Join us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter!

Can You Help the Final Week of CAST Camp?
First Presbyterian is hosting CAST Camp, a summer enrichment camp for children 
living in motels in Spartanburg County. Th is camp is a vital new mission of our 
church, and your help is needed to shepherd the children and assist camp instructors. 
Please join us as we serve and support these wonderful children. Camps will be held 
June 22-25, July 20-23, and August 3-6.
 If you are interested in helping with this wonderful mission,
   please contact Ryan Reynolds; rareynolds@gmail.com
   or Gloria Close; closely@bellsouth.net.

Regular Worship Schedule Resumes August 16
August 9 is the last Sunday of the Summer Sunday Morning Schedule. On Sunday, 
August 16, we will resume the regular worship schedule:
 8:45am Worship (Sanctuary)
 9:45am Sunday School
 11:00am Worship (MorningSong and Sanctuary)

Final Summer Sizzle - August 23 - 12:00pm!
Wet ‘n Wild Rally Day - Bring a picnic lunch for your family, with a blanket or lawn 
chairs, and join us for the festivities outside the Family Life Center on the lawn (drinks 
provided)! We will have two giant waterslides (16 ft . and 12 ft . tall), sprinkler mania, 
wild water games, bubbles, an Icee truck (bring a few $$), and so much more!

Summer Choir
Anyone high school age and above is welcome to be a part of the Summer Choir, 
which begins today and runs through Labor Day weekend. Summer Choir meets on 
Sunday mornings at 9:45am in the Choir Room (top of the Tower Room stairs) and 
rehearses music for that morning’s service only, so you will never be behind! Th ere 
are strong singers in every section and the music is designed to be manageable with 
one rehearsal. Th is is a great way for people who enjoy singing but can’t be a part of 
a choir on a weekly basis to have an enjoyable choral experience and help provide a 
great service to the church.

For more information, contact Holt Andrews; 208-2134 / rhandrews@fpcspartanburg.org.

Ushers Needed
Th e 11:00 Sanctuary Ushers Guild is looking for men and women (older youth 
included) to help distribute worship bulletins and seat people during the 11:00 
worship service. If you could volunteer 2 months per year, please contact... 
 Dan Dunn, ddunn@naiearlefurman.com; Max Hyde, max@maxhydelawfi rm.com or
 John Donovan, john.donovan@med.ge.com.



Calendar This Week
Sunday, August 2
 8:30am Chapel Worship
 9:30am Sunday School
 9:45am Summer Choir
 10:30am MorningSong
 10:30am Sanctuary Worship

Monday, August 3
 12:00pm Offi  cer Prayer Lunch

Wednesday, August 5
 12:00pm Men’s Bible Study
 6:30pm Spark Women’s Small Group
 7:00pm Spark Men’s Small Group

Thursday, August 6
 10:00am Prayer Shawl Ministry

Friday, August 7
 6:30am Men’s Bible Study
 7:00am Men’s Bible Study

Looking Forward . . .
August 9

Worship led by:
8:30 Chapel - Tom Evans

10:30 MorningSong - Tom Evans
10:30 Sanctuary - Craig Foster

Presbytery Meeting

August 16
Resume Regular Sunday Morning 

Schedule
Youth Real Life Begins

September 2
Wednesdays at First Begins

September 13
Celebration of the Ministry of

Scott Neely

September 20
Cuba Choir Fundraiser

September 30
Family Worship

October 4
World Communion

Church-wide Study – “Better Together”
Starting August 16 and continuing through the end of September the whole 
church will be exploring the theme of community in a variety of ways. At the heart 
of that church-wide focus is a devotion book, series of sermons, and a number of 
accompanying studies around that theme. Each member is encouraged to join in 
reading daily devotions from the Better Together Devotional Book by Rick Warren. 
Th e Sunday sermons each week will connect to the themes found in this devotion 
book. Th ose who wish to go deeper may also choose to read the book Life Together 
by Dietrich Bonhoeff er. Th is little book emerged out of Bonhoeff er’s experiences in 
an underground seminary in Nazi Germany and is a powerful testimony to the kind 
of community into which Christians are called. Read more about this church-wide 
study in the August edition of First News and reserve your book(s) today!

Both books may be reserved online through My First Pres
or by contacting Katie Resumovic; kresumovic@fpcspartanburg.org/583-4531.

Columbarium Update
Th e Columbarium Committee is grateful for the overwhelming response and support 
for our lovely Columbarium. Twenty church members and family members have 
found their fi nal resting place in this beautiful setting. A total of 125 niches and 52 
plaques have been sold in Phase I.
We are now in the process of niche selection for Phase II, with construction beginning 
in 2016. Niches are available for members, families and ministers of First Presbyterian 
Church. A niche contains up to 2 urns and includes a cover, which is engraved with 
names, date(s) of birth and date(s) of death. Th e cost of one niche is $3,500.

If you are interested in purchasing a niche or plaque, have questions, or desire further 
information, please contact Lynise Clarke; lclarke@fpcspartanburg.org / 208-2130.

First Presbyterian Pastoral Counseling
Pastoral Counseling, with Dr. Kirk Neely, is off ered by the congregation for First 
Presbyterian Church members. Th ere is no fee; a contribution may be made to 
underwrite the ministry. Counseling is by appointment on Tuesdays.
 To make an appointment, please contact Didi Terry; 583-4531/dterry@fpcspartanburg.org.

Children’s Music at First Presbyterian
Online Registration opens TOMORROW for our Children’s Choir programs 
(4K-Grade 5), as well as First Steps in Music (Birth-Age 3). Children’s Choirs will begin 
on Wednesday, September 2 and First Steps classes begin in the weeks following.
 For more information: http://www.fpcspartanburg.org/worship/music.

For Parents
Nursery care is available on the fi rst fl oor of the Clark Building for all services for 

children six weeks through three years old. Silent pagers are provided to parents in 
case one of our nursery staff  needs to reach you.

Nursing Mothers: Room C103 on the fi rst fl oor of the Clark Building is open from 
8:15am through the end of the 11:00 service. Please follow the instructions in the 
room with respect to use of the changing tables and disposal of diapers.

Rainbow worship bags are provided at the doors for your child to use during worship. Please 
return the crayons, book, bookmarks, and bag to the baskets at the conclusion of worship. 
Th e papers or leafl ets are for your child to keep as a reminder of today’s scripture and message.

Budget
Needed weekly: $49,499
Received 7/26: $39,756



First Presbyterian Church
393 East Main Street, Spartanburg, SC 29302-1917

864/583-4531    www.fpcspartanburg.org

CHURCH OFFICERS

Session
Class of 2016: Vic Bailey, Bert Barre, Jay Beeson, Jennifer Biber, Billy Blackford, Mark Cann, David Cecil, Paul Cote’, Fred Cumbo, Emma 

Harrill, Ann Jones, Janet Kuntz, Valerie MacPhail, Eric Nease, Darwin Simpson
Class of 2017: Cathy Bagwell, Colleen Ballance, De Calvert, Kyle Clelland, Celia Cogdell, Cliff  Gaubert, Brandt Goodwin, Kim Keith, 

Whit Kennedy, Tom King, Sanders Lee, Sylvia Spears, Monica Th reatt, Linda West, Elizabeth Young
Class of 2018: Fran Bagwell, David Beacham, Roy Berry, Mark Coleman, Mary Dixon, Ken Frick, Mark Hicklin, David Ike, Kay McClure, 

Nan McDaniel, Kam Neely, Susan Oldham, Carter Smith, Pat Tatham, Donna Th ornton

Diaconate
Class of 2016: Orin Beach, Harry Clayton, Mary Deller, John Donovan, Phillip Glover, Pamela Heath, Laura Hollar, Arthur Jones, 

Eunice Knouse, Alice Madsen, Kevin Marsh, Tommy Rudeen, John Tatham, Rob Usry
Class of 2017: Will Adair, Vic Bailey, Gail Ballard, Dawn Bingham, Jason Blanton, Steven Blanton, Bill Cummings, Carroll Easterling, 

John Faris, Rob Hammett, Harriet Ike, Robby Kocisko, Laura Ringo, Mary Tygett, Mac White
Class of 2018: Marjorie Appiah, Randy Barre, Budge Bean, Margie Beckett, Randall Chambers, Erin Chastain, Max Hyde, Brenda 

James, Donna Kennedy, Andy Lancaster, Lisa Lefebvre, Melissa Morehead, Juli Robertson, Joy Shackelford, Brand Stille

STAFF
Dr. Th omas E. Evans, Senior Pastor; Rev. L. Craig Foster, Associate Pastor, Education/Discipleship; Rev. Joanne R. Hull, Associate 
Pastor, Congregational Care; Rev. Christi O. Brown, Pastoral Associate for Young Adults; Scott Neely, Pastoral Executive; Holt Andrews, 
Director of Music; Marcia Andrews, Assistant Director of Music and Organist; Jason Moore, Director of Youth Ministry; Penny Wright, 
Assistant Director of Youth; Beth Burris, Director of Children’s Ministries; Beth Cecil, Parish Nurse; Colleen McCullough, Director of 
Recreation; Jane Mullins, Director of Hospitality

 Mission that serves our neighbors and our God
Our congregation serves God and our neighbors at home and abroad with these local and international missions.

Local Missions

Poverty: Monthly Hunger Off ering; Mobile Meals; Winter Warmth; TOTAL Ministries; Spartanburg Interfaith Hospitality Network 
(SPIHN); Habitat for Humanity; Th e Haven; Healing: Angel Tree; St. Luke’s Free Medical Clinic; Children’s Advocacy Center; HOPE 
Center for Children; SAFE Homes/Rape Crisis Network; Th ornwell Home for Children; Presbyterian Communities of SC; Disaster 
Relief: One Great Hour of Sharing, Disaster Response Action Team; Kairos Prison Ministry; MLK, Jr. Celebration; Education: 
Pine Street Elementary Tutoring; Boys & Girls Clubs; Spartanburg Presbyterian Student Association; Arcadia Outreach Ministry; 
Presbytery Unifi ed Funds; Th e Shepherd’s Center

International Missions

Missionaries: Support for 4 missionaries - Jo Ella Holman, Cuba and Dominican Republic; Mark Hare and Jenny Bent, mission co-workers 
in Haiti and the Dominican Republic; Mission Workers Serving with Kurds; Mission Workers Serving in the Middle East; Dominican 
Republic: Clinica Cristiana; Center for Christian Education & Development (CCED School); Sponsorship of CCED School Children; 
Infant Nutrition Program; Vacation Bible School; Cuba: Iglesia Presbiteriana Reformada in Santa Clara partnership; Haiti: Haiti 
Outreach Ministries; Philippines: Precious Heritage Ministries orphanage and feeding program for street children; Witness Season; 
Bread for the World

Th is week, please pray for the fi nal week of the CAST program this summer,
providing enrichment programs for children who live in area motels.


