
I came that they may have life,
and have it abundantly.

(John 10:10b)

Now the Lord said to Abram, 'Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house
to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you,

and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.' (Genesis 12:1-2)

lessed to be aBBlessing

Here in the South we love the word “blessed”. Have a 
blessed day! Bless your heart; Give thanks for the small 
blessings; and Count your blessings.
Oft entimes we say it without thinking. But this 
stewardship season we invite you to think carefully 
about the word blessed. In fact, we ask that you actually 
count your blessings. Perhaps you can take a pound 
of rice and count your way through it until Kirkin’ 
Sunday, when we dedicate our pledges. 
You will discover the deeper you go in your count, the 
more surprising and beautiful the blessings from God. 
But as you count them, remember that God gives to us 
so that others might receive.
God richly blessed the house of Abraham and Sarah, 
making them the ancestors for the whole House 
of Israel. God said their descendants would be as 
numerous as the stars in the heavens and the grains 
of sand on the seashore. Imagine counting all those 
blessings! Imagine how, through their descendent 
Jesus of Nazareth, they have been a blessing to others.
We encourage you to share your blessings with your 
friends or post them on Facebook. In fact, much of 

scripture is a collection of stories of blessings that have 
been passed down to us. In sharing, you too might 
create a sacred moment for another.
Part of our stewardship is using the blessings God has 
given us to bless others. Jesus tells us, “From everyone 
to whom much has been given, much will be required.” 
As you count your blessings, fi nd ways in which you 
can be a blessing to others. As you consider your pledge 
consider the endless ways in which you have been 
blessed by God.
Let us pray,
God, You have richly blessed all of us in ways we can 
never repay. Empower us with hope, love, and joy to be a 
blessing to others. Amen.

 Dr. Th omas E. Evans Cliff ord J. Gaubert Jr.
 Senior Pastor Chair, Stewardship Committee
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Ministry Area 2016 (Current) 2017 (Proposed) % Increased
Worship $6,000 $7,000 16.67%
Music 36,600 42,300 15.57%
Discipleship 29,200 32, 700 11.99%
Young Adults 6,000 5,000 -16.67%
Youth 30,500 28,500 -6.56%
Missions 387,500 425,000 9.68%
Personnel 1,701,211 1,779,641 4.61%
Offi  ce/Adminstration 171,350 181,550 5.95%
Facilities 322,668 374,983 16.21%
Communications 33,868 41,368 22.14%
Diaconate 20,000 18,681 -6.60%

Totals $2,744,897 2,936,723 6.99%

This Way Forward - with Blessings

Where Will Your Pledges and Gift s Go in 2017?
Care $616,712 21%
Christ has told us the world will know we are His 
disciples by the love we have for one another. As we 
care for each other through prayer, meals, Stephen 
ministry, and more, we become Christ’s presence 
when needed the most.

Missions $998,486 34%
Th e church does not exist for its own sake but to serve 
God’s purposes in the world. “Religion that is pure 
and undefi led is this  - to serve widows and orphans 
in distress”. Missions is a manifestation of God’s love 
through the giving of our time and resources to those 
who need it the most and a chance to proclaim God’s 
justice throughout the world.

If your pledge card and envelope are not enclosed,
please contact Lynise Clarke, Church Financial Offi  cer; lclarke@fpcspartanburg.org/208-2130.

Please bring your Pledge Card on October 30 - Pledge Commitment Sunday
If you cannot attend on October 30,

please mail your pledge card to the church offi  ce or pledge online
(fpcspartanburg.org/give/stewardship-campaign-2017)

by Monday, October 31.
Th ank you for sharing your blessings.

Worship $646,079 22%
Worship is the heart of our life together. Th rough 
cultivating our love for God and one another we gain 
strength, energy, and inspiration to serve Christ in 
the world. Our music ministry touches the lives of 
many and involves gift ed individuals in the worship 
life of our church.

Discipleship $675,446 23%
Discipleship is a lifetime journey of coming to know 
Jesus Christ more deeply, the world which God 
created, and our relationship to both. Th rough a broad 
array of options throughout the week, hundreds of 
church members grow together becoming better 
equipped to be Christ’s disciples.


